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“Private Sewer Transfer -
Where are we now?”

“An independent perspective”
Phill Mills
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e Background - very briefly
e \Where are we now — a quick overview

e \What are the issues — my perspective
— Companies
— Contractors
— Customers

e Arrangements on site
e Going forward
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Background

e Householders unaware of responsibility
and liability

e Pressure from MPs and constituents
e Government review - started in 2001
e Three consultations + workshops

e Range of options — scope and form

e Defra Private Sewers Steering Group

e Government announcements — May 2007
and Dec 2008

e Cross-party support
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Background

Ministerial statement (Ian Pearson)

“"Householders will no longer bear responsibility for
private sewers” and “private sewers and lateral
drains... are to be transferred into the ownership of
the nine statutory WaSCs in England” [Feb 2007]

SoS statement (Hilary Benn)

“Approximately 200,000km of privately owned sewers
and lateral drains in England will be transferred to
WaSCs from 2011"” [Dec 2008]
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Where are we now?

Latest consultation

+ draft regulations
released 26 Aug

Sets out dates

Raises 5 questions

Initial responses — 7 Oct

Workshops

Final responses — 18 Nov 99'55




Timescale & Process

e Regulations to come into force April 2011

e Transfer of existing private gravity sewers and lateral
drains — 1 Oct 2011

e All new sewers to be built to mandatory standards [UBS]
and adopted by WaSCs - wef April 2011 (?)

e Private pumping stations and rising mains transferred - by
1 Oct 2016 (?)

Process -
e Parliamentary / NAW approval of regulations
e Schemes for transfer made by SoS and Welsh Ministers

e Companies serve notice on private sewer owners of
intention to adopt

e Appeals procedure (to Ofwat)
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Existing situation

Footpath

Fublic Highway

Public Sewer, responsibility of water company
Drain, responsibility of home owner
Private Sewer, responsibility of home owner

Courtesy — Severn Trent Water




After transfer

Footpath

Public Highway

Public Sewer, responsibility of water company
Drain, responsibility of home owner

Courtesy — Severn Trent Water




What are the issues?

Water companies:

e Increased assets and responsibilities
e Sewage pumping station failures

e Communications to customers

e Funding (how / when)

e Data capture

e Resourcing the work
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What are the issues?

Water companies:

e Sewage pumping station failures
e Communications to customers

e Funding (how / when)

e Data capture

e Resourcing the work
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What are the issues?

Contractors

e Uncertainty — threat or opportunity?

e Understanding water company
Drocurement arrangements

e Winning work with WaSCs / first
tier contractors

e Arrangements on site - protocol?
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policy : briefings & positions : private sewers

Private Sewers

following is an information note on the proposed t

*e00000000

SBWWI

Who We Are | What We Do

Members

Home

Welcome to SBWWI

The Society of British Water and Wastewater Industri
profit, trade as=zociation representing the interests g
conzultants, distributors and others supplying the Wat

Its aims= are to develop an effective, consultative and

Home

Members Area

About the NADC
Contractors

=By County

=+ By Type

= Find A Contractor
Suppliers

= CCTV Equipment
= CCTV Software

= General Equipment
= Hire Equipment

= Jetting Systems

= Mapping Systems
= Marketing & Sales
= Mechanical Machines
= Safety Equipment
= \/ehicle Fitting
Links

NAD.C. g?tional Association of

About the NADC Contractors G

N.A.D.C. Applegrove, Intwood Lane, Swardeston,

ainage Contractors

Used E Latest News Exhibitions

! 4 .r
You are viewing results 1 to 1 of 1
SURVEY: Private Sewers Transfer

SURVEY: Feedback Required By 7th October 2010 On the Transfer Of Private
Sewers To Water and Sewerage Companies in England & Wales (October 2011)

You are viewing results 1 to 1 of 1

Fix Your Drainage Problems Here... Find a
Drainage Company In Your Area NOW

By area:

-Any category- E
-Or-

Search|

Location:

The Who, What and Why?

Morwich, NR14 8EA, United Kingdom

Member Forum Links

Register Now
Register now for free to gain
access to a wseful number of

resources for either
contractors/suppliers.

Legin
To log into your account enter

your email and password.
Email:

Password:

Latest news -

SURVEY:

rivate Sewers Transfer

SURVEY: Feedback Required By
7th October 2010 On the
Transfer OF Private Sewers To
Water and Sewerage Compani

water industry and to help members serve the industry better by providing a forum for

discussion and the dissemination of information.

The Society's activities extend to functions including regular liaizon meetings with
water/wastewater companies and Tier 1 contractors, to understand their reguirements

Mot yat a Member?
CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD
AN APPLICATION FORM

and procurement processes; representation to Regulators and other Gowvernment

Depa nts; the organisgfi ng delivery

2400710

PRIVATE Private Sewers Forum
SEWERS
FORUM hetpsfwy

Reg

alug, low-co

The SBWWI Private Sewers Forum met on 14 September and
has since released the following press releaze:

seminars;

ional Association of




web sites

e www.water.org.uk

e WWW.SbwWwi.co.uk

e WWW.Nhadc.org.uk




What are the issues?

Contractors
e Uncertainty — threat or opportunity?

e Understanding water company
Drocurement arrangements

e Winning work with WaSCs / first
tier contractors

e Arrangements on site - protocol?




What are the issues?

Customers
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distress call
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Customers

Identifying problem

Allocating responsibility

Carrying out repair
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Arrangements on site

REQULIES AN
agreed protoco

Scenarios -

1. Customer calls Wa
responsibility...

_ D
2. Customer calls insptance company

but WaSC responsibility...

3. Customer calls contractor but WaSC
responsibility...
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Going forward

We need

e Clarity from Government — timing
and scope

e Clear communication to customers -
changes, responsibilities, who to call

e Communication to contractors -
procurement opportunities

e Protocol for repairs — seamless
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- Remember - )

Respond to the
Defra consultation
7 Oct / 18 Nov

Thank you

Phill Mills
Director
Policy Consulting Network Ltd

e phillmills@policyconsulting.co.uk

w  www.policyconsulting.co.uk
t 020 3286 7735
m 07713 253498
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